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I’ve always wanted a small pet for myself. And finally, on my 17th birthday, 

my parents bought a budgie for me and I named him Kirro. Even though he 

was still small, he wanted to break through everything surrounding him. Kirro 

developed the habit of asking for fresh water every morning, drinking it with 

satisfaction but not before greeting us and announcing that a new day has 

begun. 

 

 

 

 

In order to avoid meeting with the cat, he learned to fly but, every time he 

tried, he fell on the cat’s backside. One morning Kirro suffered a cut. We 

thought that the cut was only superficial, but in fact it was hiding an         

infected wound.  

In the end, he got well and was once again he was able to fly and mess around 

with the cat, this time being already an expert in flying. Kirro is still leading 

a long and healthy life, full of love and care from me and my family and he 

became the most spoiled and talkative budgie. 

I love Kirro!  

        Diana Moscaliuc, 12th B 

My Parrot  
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It was a typical day, just like any other, a dull Friday. I went to school 

and then at home, as usual. Nothing fancy.  After eating, I checked my 

Facebook to waste some time. I spotted a video which appeared to be 

about a dog and, since I love animals, I started watching it without any 

hesitation. The story made me drop some tears as it was about a dog that 

had died. While drying out my tears falling down my face, my BFF called 

me and we started chatting.  

Due to the video I had watched, we talked a lot about my dog Rex, a 

German shepherd aged 14. My mum had got him as a gift when I was born, 

but she took him to my grandma’s as he was going to grow too big to be 

kept inside an apartment. We grew up together and spent memorable 

times and have priceless memories together. I can’t explain why, but I 

talked a lot about Rex with my friend. 

The evening came in no time and it passed as fast as it came. It was 

about midnight whaen my dad called me. 

‖Yes, Daddy?!‖, I answered, being surprised especially because of the 

time he had called. 

‖Haven’t you had any wierd feeling today?‖, he asked. 

Hearing his words, I got angry and amused at the same time. He had the 

habit of drinking one too many glasses and, as I thought he was drunk, I 

answered angrily ‖Daddy, have you been drinking again?‖ 

My Friend Rex 
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‖No, my dear‖, he said sadly, ‖Rex has just died...‖ 

I was in shock. My breathing accelerated, my heart started to pund 

really fast, my tears flooded my eyes and I felt the ground disappear 

from under my feet. I hung up the phone and began to cry out loud in 

hiccups. 

In a moment’s time, my mum came to my room and tried to find out what 

had just happened. I could hardly explain the terror that was in my heart 

while she was trynig to reassure me. I pretended I was better only to be 

left alone to calm down.  

It was already 1 o’clock in the middle of the night, so there was no bus 

to take me to my grandma’s. I couldn’t go to sleep as I was crying rivers. 

Finally, at 4 am I left the house and caught the first bus to my 

grandma’s house. It was still dark and cold. I was quite afraid as I was 

walking down the street all by myself. Yet my wish to say goodbye to my 

best friend was much bigger and surpassed any other feeling. 

When I got there, my heart was pounding ready to get out of my chest. I 

opened the gate and wlaked slowly toward the kennel where Rex had his 

home. He was lying there, breathless and still, although I had hoped with 

all my heart that my father was wrong, and when I was to open the gate, 

Rex would jump up and down with happiness at my coming to visit him. It 

was not the case. I knelt beside him, crying and begging for him to wake 

up, but all my efforts proved to be in vain.  
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While holding him in my arms, memories of him came to my mind. I could 

see with my eyes open... all the winters that he used to jump on me and we 

would fall in snow piles and, while trying to stand up, he would push me 

back in the snow. Or all the summers that I used to do all sorts of 

naughty stuff and, knowing that my mum was afraid of Rex, I would run 

and hide beside him to get away with it. When my mum tried to come and 

punish me, raising her hand to hit me, Rex started to become agitated, 

got up to two feet and started to bark. He was clearly defending me as he 

loved me and I loved him back. His departure broke my heart into pieces. 

In the memory of my little soul, Rex – a big brother and protector, not 

just a simple dog! 

 

 Andra Budeanu (Abby), 10th E 
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It was a nice, sunny summer day and I decided to go on a trip wit my friends. 

We agreed to go to the mountains in Campulung Moldovenesc in order to 

relax. Before we left home, I stopped on the way to buy  food and other 

supplies. When we left Suceava, the weather was very nice but half way it 

started raining. 

We got there at around two o’clock and we started putting our tents up. 

Fortunately, it wasn’t rainning anymore. After we  prepared everything, we 

decided that we needed to  start a camp fire, so we went looking for 

fierewood. After climbing for a bit, I found a thick log and decided it was 

good for our fire, so I took the axe and began to  strike  the log. 

After gathering enough wood, I went to the camping site, prepared the fire, 

and everybody took some food and put it on the fire to cook. While the food 

was cooking, we decided to play a  game to pass the time, and so we started a 

football match. For this, we made two teams. We started the match and we 

were all having fun being happy that nothing could interrupt our game. I was 

thrilled when I saw that my team won the match.  

Suddenly two of my friends, Adi and Cristi, started to fight, so I went to ask 

them why. Adi  told me that Cristi had fouled him and that he was hurt. ―Let 

me see what’s wrong‖, I said, but he told me that nothing was wrong and that 

he was fine. Suddenly, Adi got up and hit Cristi but Cristi didn’t do anything 

after the strike, so I went between them so that the situation didn’t get  

worse. 

My Weekend 

Adventure 

Cezar Simioniuc 

12th B 
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After the tense football match ended we went to eat, so everyone took a 

bite and sat down. The night came quickly and we decided to go to sleep. 

When I woke up the next day, I saw that my shoes were missing from the 

tent and I asked Cristi if he knew where they were. ―Adi took them‖, he said 

―but I think it would be better to play a joke on him, wouldn’t it?‖ So I took a 

tube of toothpaste and entered his tent carefully without  waking Adi up, we  

opened the tube and  put some toothpaste on his palm. 

Before waking him, we tickled Adi on his face and he put his hand full of 

toothpaste on it so his face was now full of it. ―Why have you done this?‖, he 

asked in surprise and quite upset. ―Because you took my shoes and hid them 

somewhere. Tell me where they are! I can’t walk barefoot in the forest!‖, I 

told him in a loud voice. ―Your shoes are in your own backpack‖, he said, trying 

to clean his face with a towel. 

I went to take them  and put them in my feet but they were filled with glue. 

―I knew you were going to play a trick on me... I win, you lose!‖ - ―Was it a 

competition?‖, I asked. ―Yes, of course it was. There’s always a competition 

for me to win!‖, he answered pointing his finger at me and laughing out loud. 

―Ok‖, I said, leaving things as they were. There was no point in going on with 

the pranks or with more arguing. 

And so  my trip with friends ended with many 

events and funny happenings, but not all too funny. 

When I got home, my parents asked me how I was 

feeling and how I had spent my trip. ―All I can say 

is that it was a very loud trip  and we will be going 

there again.‖ 
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 Colour is all around us. We see it all the time. Most of us have no 

idea the impact colour has on our lives. This impact of the many 

colours in our environment is usually not conscious. Sometimes we get 

an uneasy feeling in certain rooms or very relaxed in another, but we 

call this a mood. The “colour of mood” can be what is surrounding us. 

Colour is a vibration of light. In dim light, the colour we see will 

seem different than in bright sun light. Everyone doesn't see the 

colour frequency in exactly the same way. For example, I see a colour 

I call blue-green, which to me is blue with a touch of green. Someone 

else may call the colour green-blue, because he sees more green than 

I do. Even colour-blind people are affected by colour. 

Colour is in every part of life. We should take a moment every 

day to look around us and feel the colours, enjoy the colours. People 

live life in full colour, they even “think pink” or “look through rose-

tinted spectacles”. Some can be "in the pink", and some can “see red” 

or “feel blue”.  

   

 

 

The Rainbow in Our 

Lives 

A L E X A ND R A - C R I S T I NA  N E G R E A ,  

1 2 T H  D  
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 We are all moved by colour whether we are aware of it or not. 

Most of us know that warm colours (reds and oranges) can stimulate 

and spur us into action while the cooler colours (blues and violets) 

serve to calm and relax us. 

Colour could be characterized as food for our emotions. Colour 

can increase a sense of well-being, lift the spirits, create a serene 

setting in which to explore oneself or clarify solutions to everyday 

problems. 

All the same, the English language is full of colourful expressions 

that can be considered amusing when using them. For us, the non-

native speakers of English, it takes a lot of practice and context 

learning to come to an understanding and aquisition of such phrases 

that are called idioms. Since our world is full of colours, and our mood 

is influenced by all the colours surrounding us, let’s learn some of 

these expressions in a fun and effective way!  

 

Sources: 

www.crystal-cure.com 

www.notsalmon.com 

 

 

   

During stormy 

times, stay 

focused on your 

rainbow. 
Karen Salmansohn 



 

 

  Colour Idioms 

 

Idioms are phrases which people use in everyday language which do 

not make sense literally but we understand what they mean, Yet you 

can have fun with them. So, eye on the idioms in the puzzles!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across:  

2.  If your bank account is overdrawn, it is in the ♦. 

 

5. Someone who is born to the ♦ is born in a royal or aristocratic family.   

 

6. If you tell a ♦ lie, you lie in order not to hurt someone's feelings.  

 

 

Down:  

1. A ♦ -bellied person is a coward.  

 

3. If you are ♦ with envy, you are very jealous.  

 

4. If something happens out of the ♦, it happens suddenly and unexpectedly.  

Eye on the Idioms! 

 

 

M O N I C A - P E T R U Ț A  L E P C A L I U C  

        1
         

      2
           

    3
           4

 

5
                 

                  

        6
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 Across 

1.My little brother is the ___ sheep of the family. 

3. He's rarely so pessimistic! Why is he in such ___ mood today? 

6. Do we have to go through all this ___ tape to get his permission? 

7. I bought this at a ___ elephant sale. 

Down 

1. That movie always makes me feel ___. 

2. Congratulations! You passed your math examination with flying ___. 

3. He has a ___ thumb and likes to garden. 

4. He has a ___ streak in him and is often afraid. 

5. Look at him! He has become ___ with rage.  

 

Check it out here: http://iteslj.org/cw/2/vm-colorexp.html 

      1
     2

     

                  

                  

  3
     4

       5
 

                  

6
                 

                  

                  

        7
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Try to find all 22 words on this 

board. 

O X I N B O R N T O T H E P U R P L E M 

T J I C K R G R E Y P O U N D Q I K R J 

G X J Q K E T I H W D N A K C A L B E B 

P P D E R N W O T E H T T N I A P D H L 

S Q E J D E I L L E B - W O L L E Y T A 

Q K J R H G R E Y M A T T E R D C M A C 

J N O O M E U L B A N I E C N O X Q E K 

T Y A D R E T T E L D E R A Y K P F F S 

T B X D B W G P W S J E H V K B T M E H 

E U L B E U R T E B D - I D B W Y W T E 

A U M J Q W J E O R D X H T N Z Q E I E 

W T N K V D G Y A E T G D A K C O K H P 

L D E R E E S G R E E N T H U M B H W F 

I Q Q M D I T T I C K L E D P I N K G Q 

N V U C N O H S T W J A U V A M R L I O 

L S E B A G R E E N W H I T E N V Y X B 

F S L B U F D T E Y A N O K H J T P Q F 

O U U A W H I T E E L E P H A N T X X B 

E L C P T S J A A W H I T E L I E S Z Z 

L Q O U T O F T H E B L U E M U R D E R 

 

 

Word Search Puzzle 
Monica-Petruța Lepcaliuc, Teacher 

 A RED LETTER DAY 

A WHITE ELEPHANT 

A WHITE LIE 

BE TRUE BLUE 

BLACK AND WHITE 

BLACK SHEEP 

BLUE MURDER 

GREEN WITH ENVY 

GREY MATTER 

GREY POUND 

ONCE IN A BLUE MOON 

BOYS IN BLUE 

CAUGHT RED-HANDED 

GREEN THUMB 

OUT OF THE BLUE 

PAINT THE TOWN RED 

RED RAG TO A BULL 

SEE RED 

TICKLED PINK 

WHITE FEATHER 

YELLOW-BELLIED 
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· Be green with envy: very, very jealous of another person's property 

· Be yellow: be a coward 

· Black and white: simple, clear and understandable 

· Black list: list of unwanted people 

· Black out: loss of electricity 

· Black sheep: a minority in a small group, often considered "bad" by 

the majority of the group 

· Feel blue: depressed 

· Give the green light: approve a project or request 

· Green belt: the countryside around a city 

· Red tape: bureaucracy 

· Roll out the red carpet: give the best treatment 

· White lie: small, insignificant lie 

Tr
y 

th
is

! 

Co lour Idioms in Context  
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Put each of the following colours in the correct gap. Some colours 

are used more than once.  

 
 

1. Many people feared that the new millennium would cause _____ 

outs because of problems with electricity production. 

2. What a beautiful car! I'm _____ with envy. 

3. Don't rely on him under pressure in battle. He's _____. 

4. There is so much _____ tape that needs to be completed before 

adopting a baby. 

5. Jack Thomas was put on Hollywood's _____ list during the 

McArthy era. 

6. She was such a difficult child that her family always treated her 

like a _____ sheep. 

7. Mr. Jackson is very important to the success of this program. Make 

sure to roll out the _____ carpet when he arrives. 

8. We're looking for a new home in the _____ belt. 

9. It's not quite as _____ and _____ as you think. 

10.Try to cheer Susan up. She is feeling rather _____ these days. 

11. I had to tell a _____ lie in order to get accepted into the program. 

12.Jack gave me the _____ light on the project. 

http://esl.about.com/od/vocabularyquizzes/a/color_idioms.htm 

 

RED      BLACK      GREEN     WHITE      BLUE      YELLOW 

http://esl.about.com/od/vocabularyquizzes/a/color_idioms.htm
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green with envy 

full of envy, very jealous born to the purple  

(old-fashined) used in order to 

say that someone’s family is at 

the highest level of society once in a blue 

moon  

to occur extremely rarely 

or only once in a life-time. 

white elephant 

something that is 

completely useless, even 

though it cost a lot of 

money 

to catch someone red-

handed  

to catch someone in the act of 

committing a crime, usually a 

theft. red tape 

bureaucratic delay, excessive 

attention to rules and 

regulations a red letter day 

used about a very special day, 

when something exciting or 

important happens 

  

TIME FOR STORIES BEHIND COLOUR IDIOMS 

Monica-Petruța Lepcal iuc ,  

Teacher 
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This is an event that is seen as absurd and can never occur. Although the moon is 

never actually this colour, unless a lot of dust is kicked up into the atmosphere, then 

the moon can almost appear like this. This kind of moon is actually an astronomical term 

when there are two full moons in a month. Also, when there are two new moons in a 

month, that's called a Black Moon. 

When a person has something that another one considers to be important to have. This 

colour ist the colour of the pigment in the bile and these particular substances—

biliverdin and ceruloplasmin—may impart a greenish hue to one’s skin. This is one of the 

Seven Deadly Sins, is also called the green-eyed monster (in Shakespeare's Othello).  

This colour has been reserved for the royal folk for centuries. The royal folk were the 

only ones who could afford it anyway. The importing of the indigo plant to Europe 

changed the fortunes of many people and allowed colour to be more used. The indigo plant 

was highly valued until the discovery of chemical dyes in the 19th century. 

This phrase means to be caught in the midst of committing some crime or 

transgression. The imagery is that of a murder who is caught mid-kill, with blood still 

covering their guilty hands. It seems to have originated in the 15th century Scotland—in 

legal documents, to be precise. 

This term for excessive regulations or rigid conformity to formal rules that are 

considered redundant or bureaucratic and hinders or prevents action or decision-

making. It is usually applied to government, but can also be applied to other organizations 

like corporations. It generally includes the filling out of unnecessary paperwork, obtaining 

of unnecessary licenses, having multiple people or committees approve a decision, and 

various low-level rules that make conducting affairs slower and/or more difficult. 

Traditionally, Vatican official documents were also bound in this colour cloth tape.  

The term originates from Medieval church calendars. Illuminated manuscripts often 

marked initial capitals and highlighted words in this colour ink, known as rubrics. Many 

current calendars have special dates and holidays such as Sundays, Christmas Day and 

Midsummer Day rendered in this colour instead of black.  

The term derives from a certain species from East Asia, which is high-maintenance and 

has no practical use, but is considered sacred in Burmese culture (and therefore cannot 

be neglected or abandoned). A common elephant is expensive enough to maintain, 

considering the amount of food and water it requires. Thus it is considered a good idea to 

gift a white elephant to an enemy in the hope of bringing them to financial ruin.  
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Colour Idioms Ehxibition 

S T U D E N T S ’ V I S I O N  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

TO BE IN THE PINK =  

feeling very healthy  

BLUE-BLOODED =  

Royalty are sometimes described 

as having blue blood. The phrase 

"blue blood" is used to mean "from 

an aristocratic background," 

because pale, untanned skin–

historically, a sign of nobility–

allows blue-tinged veins to show 

Florinel 

Maierean 

Florina 

Huțanu 
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STRUCTURE 

Skills level 

 

 

Baccalaureat Exam 

English Language Skills 

Ana-Maria Hîncu, 12th E 

Listening 

 

20 minutes 

Level A1-A2 

 

Level B1-B2 

Multiple choice 

 

Multiple choice 

4 questions—

40p 

6 questions—

60p 

Reading 

 

60 minutes 

Level A1-A2 

 

Level B1-B2 

Multiple choice 

 

Multiple choice 

5 questions—

40p 

10 questions—

60p 

Writing 

 

60 minutes 

Level A1-A2 

 

 

Level B1-B2 

Informal 

letter/email 

 

Essay/article 

80-100 words—

40p 

160-200 

words—60p 

Speaking 

 Production 

 Interaction 

10-15 minutes 

Level A1-A2 

 

Level A2-B1 

Level B1-B2 

Short 

composition 

Description 

Essay 

Max. 50 words 

 

100 words 

180-200 words 

- A1 A2 B1 B2 

0-10 p 11-30 p 31-60 p 61-80 p 81-100 p 
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The listening section contains two parts. Each part contains a 

recorded text and corresponding comprehension tasks. Each 

part is heard twice. You may answer the questions while listen-

ing to the recorded texts. 

 

 

Part 1 

You will hear an interview with the writer Sara Shepard. For questions 1 - 4, choose the 
best answer (A, B, C or D). 

1. With whom did Sara invent alternate universes? 

A. her mother 
B. her brother 
C. her sister 
D. her cousin 

2. How does Sara feel towards her English teachers? 

A. helpful 
B. thankful 
C. likely 
D. responsible 

3. Why are teens different today? Because 

A. they have more access to things. 
B. they have more pocket money. 
C. they have totally different experiences. 
D. they are not familiar with the new technology. 

4. Pretty Little Liars is 

A. a game. 
B. a soap opera. 
C. a film. 
D. a book. 

 

 

  

Model subjects proposed by our National Ministry of Education 

A1-A2 levels 
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Tapescript – Part 1 

A Chat with Author Sara Shepard 

 

FAZE: I read that you were considering quite a number of different professions 

when you were a teenager—from a writer to a Claymation artist. Where do you 

think all these different talents came from? Did your experiences as a teen help 

to shape your creative genes? 

 

Sara Shepard: I was very creative as a child and as a teenager, and I’m guessing 

that’s where all these career possibilities came from. From a young age, my sister 

and I were— among other things—writing multi-chaptered stories, making up al-

ternate universes and creatures, putting together ideas for video games, and 

cranking out newspapers with our toy printing press. But the thing that always 

stood out for me was writing—I wrote chapter stories of my own from about 

fourth grade on, and I kept very detailed journals from about seventh grade to 

my senior year in college. I have a lot of teachers to thank for encouraging me to 

write—my 10th, 11th and 12th grade English teachers used to read all of my sto-

ries, and my 11th grade English teacher even went so far to say that I no longer 

had to write themes; I could work on a novel for the whole year. Stupidly, I de-

clined her offer. I think the prospect of writing a novel terrified me! But although 

I always enjoyed writing, I never knew it would come to any fruition—especially 

creatively. Which is why I’m thrilled to be writing the Pretty Little Liars series 

and other novels. I try never to take this opportunity for granted. 

 

FZ: Do you think teens today are different then when you were a teen? 

 

SS: I think teens now have more access to things—information, networking, YA 

authors, but I think my experience as a teenager is similar to that of what teens 

are going through today. It all boils down to emotional turmoil—crushes and heart-

break, pressure and feuds, fitting in or opting out, “breaking up” with friends and 

trying to assimilate into a new group—I was going through all that, and I think 

teens today are going through it in almost identical ways. Some of the technology 

and labels might change, but the big things teens are dealing with aren’t. If I did-

n’t believe that I was still pretty familiar with what was going on in today’s teen’s 

minds, I probably wouldn’t feel very confident about the characters in Pretty Lit-

tle Liars. But I feel like they’re both modern and emotionally grounded. Hopefully 

readers agree! 
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Part 2 

You will hear a young woman called Jennifer Iverson speaking about her experience as a 
student in a foreign country. For questions 5 - 10, choose the best answer (A, B, C or D). 

5. Sara spent a year in 

A. a small town in the U.S. 
B. a village in the U.S. 
C. a small town in the U.K. 
D. a village in the U.K. 
 

6. In Sara’s opinion, travelling 

A. is not very important. 
B. teaches you important things about life. 
C. is less beneficial than staying at home. 
D. is very expensive. 

7. How many organized travel opportunities are mentioned? 
 
A. three 
B. thirty 
C. two 
D. thirteen 

8. What is one of the advantages of studying abroad? 
 
A. become more persuasive 
B. become richer 
C. learn a new language 
D. practise a new sport 

9. When did Sara apply to study abroad? 

A. When she was a high school student. 
B. When she was a student at McGill. 
C. When she graduated university. 
D. When she was 18. 

10. What will SWAP help you? 
 
A. get accommodation 
B. get a job 
C. process a work permit 
D. get a grant 

Model subjects proposed by our National 

Ministry of Education 

B1-B2 levels 
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Tapescript – Part 2 

Hit The Road! Study and Work Abroad...See the World 

 
It's hard to imagine myself in a position to give advice. Still, I have managed to 
learn a couple of lessons that I could have used a few years ago. So, for what it's 
worth, here's my advice: Get out of here! 
I don't have to tell you that the world is getting smaller or point out the immense 
diversity around you. However, what you might need to hear is that it is never too 
soon to look beyond your front door. 
In one year, at a small town university in the U.S., and then a year later in Paris, I 
learned some pretty crucial stuff about the world and myself. Things I don't 
think I would have discovered had I stayed safely cocooned at home. 
There are basically three types of organized travel opportunities: 
Studying Abroad 
Working Abroad 
Volunteering Abroad. 
All three of these options are guaranteed to open your eyes and give your mind a 
workout, not to mention look terrific on a resume. 
 
STUDYING ABROAD 
What will it get you? A new language, exposure to new cultures and a whole new 
set of friends. As a high school student, there are programmes that will place you 
with a host family in another country and send you to a new school for one semes-
ter or a full year if you choose. Along with the basics like math and English, you 
can often choose from some great subjects like dance, photography, art, drama, 
society and culture, design and technology, computer studies or even join the 
school band! Check out Campus Education Australia and AFS Interculture Canada. 
If living with a host family doesn't appeal, you can always postpone your plans for 
a few years. However, you'll have to wait until you're at least 18 and permitted to 
stay on your own. While you're waiting you'll probably be checking out universi-
ties, so be sure to add the 'exchange office' to your list of things to look into. 
Most universities will have programmes set up. Find a university with a strong in-
ternational focus and you will most likely have the chance to apply for exchange in 
your third year as a student. 
When I was a student at McGill (a great University in Montreal, Quebec), I ap-
plied to study abroad and wound up at a small town university in Massachusetts. 
It's amazing how different the world can be only 8 hours away from home! 
What's great about these programmes is that they allow you to remain a student 
of your home university (i.e. pay home tuition!) while studying elsewhere. 
 
WORKING ABROAD 
In most cases, these opportunities must wait until you are 18. There tends to be 
less student support than the programmes offered in highschool, so you may need 
a little more life experience before you head off on your own. 
You must look into the Student Work Abroad Programmes. All you need is to be a 
student or recent graduate, have a little money in the bank and SWAP will help 
you process a work permit, a VISA and the health documentation you need to get 
into a country legally. After that, the job and accommodation search is up to you - 
though they are full of advice... 
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Part 1 

Read the text below. Are the sentences 1-5 'Right' (A) or 'Wrong' (B)? If there 
is not enough information to answer 'Right' (A) or 'Wrong' (B), choose 'Doesn't 
say' (C). Mark A, B or C on your exam sheet. 

The wait is over. The movie event of the year is here. Star Wars: The Force Awakens, 

number seven in the series for those who wouldn't know a Jedi from a Jar Jar, emerges 

bloody with unrealistic expectations but gloriously unbowed. It's everything the kid in 

us goes to the movies for — marvelous adventure that leaves us surprised, scared and 

euphoric. So let out a Wookiee roar for director J.J. Abrams who sweeps us out of the 

black hole of George's Lucas' trilogy of paralyzingly dull Star Wars prequels and into a 

brave new world. 

Okay, not quite. Star Wars: The Force Awakens is basically an updated remake of Star 

Wars: A New Hope, the 1977 Lucas original that changed the face of movie space epics 

and made us all one with the Force. Now it's three decades later. Our heroes have a 

little age on them, they being Luke Skywalker (Mark Hamill), Princess Leia (Carrie 

Fisher) and Han Solo (Harrison Ford). It's great that Chewbacca, C3Po and R2D2 look 

exactly the same. The newbies are repped by Rey (Daisy Ridley), a desert scavenger 

abandoned by her family on Jukku; Finn (John Boyega), an AWOL stormtrooper with 

little taste for killing; and Poe Dameron (Oscar Isaac), a pilot working for Leia, a prin-

cess turned general who now leads the Resistance. 

(www.roNingstone.com/movies/reviews) 

1. Star Wars: The Force Awakens is a movie that will not be enjoyed by adults. 

  A. Right  B. Wrong         C. Doesn't say 

2. The author of the article considers the Star Wars prequels to be extremely bor-

ing. 

A. Right B. Wrong C. Doesn't say 

3. Star Wars: The Force Awakens is a modern version of a 1977 movie. 

A. Right B. Wrong C. Doesn't say 

4. Finn, one of the characters in Star Wars: The Force Awakens, doesn’t mind killing. 

 

A. Right B. Wrong     C. Doesn't say 

5. Star Wars: The Force Awakens became the most successful movie in 2015. 

A. Right B. Wrong      C. Doesn't say 

 

Model subjects proposed by our National Ministry of Education 

A1-A2 levels 

http://www.roNingstone.com/movies/reviews
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Part 2 

Read the text below. For questions 1-10, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which 

you think fits best according to the text. 

The winner of the 2016 Oscar in practically every category is ... white men facing ad-

versity. Just two years after the much-touted breakthrough of "12 Years a Slave”, the 

best picture nominees announced Thursday, with a few notable exceptions, follow a dis-

hearteningly repetitive story line of white men triumphing over enormous odds: The 

Hollywood blacklist ("Trumbo"), the vagaries of Wall Street ("The Big Short"), Cold 

War politics ("Bridge of Spies"), life alone on Mars ("The Martian"), a grizzly bear at-

tack, murderous companions and the hostilities of a cruel winter landscape ("The Reve-

nant"). Even "Spotlight," with its supporting actress nomination for Rachel McAdams, 

showcases a group of mostly male journalists struggling to expose the brutal crimes 

committed by the Catholic Church. And though there is feminine power aplenty in "Mad 

Max: Fury Road," the film's titular character is, of course, Max, and its lead actress 

didn't even get a nomination. 

To be clear, these are all good stories, powerful, well told and beautifully acted. But in 

world filled with billions of people who are not white men, they are certainly not the 

only good stories, not by a long shot. Though our demographics and attitudes continue 

to change, Hollywood's definition of great drama has remained stubbornly attached to 

standards and expectations set back when men were men (if they were white) and eve-

ryone else needed to just shut up and listen. Obviously, plenty of films have challenged 

this sensibility, telling a wide variety of stories from many points of view. But when it 

comes to Oscar bait, the default remains too often set at literal reading of the four 

essential categories of conflict: Man versus man, man versus nature, man versus society 

and man versus himself. As many have already pointed out, the characters in the lead 

actor category were a writer, scientist/astronaut, tracker, inventor and artist. The 

characters in lead actress? Homemaker, mother, inventor, wife, clerk. 

Certainly "Straight Outta Compton," "Creed," "Concussion" and "Beasts of No Nation" 

fit the "classic" definition of literary conflict. They just didn't fit, apparently, academy 

voters' ideas of a classic best picture. Film is not the only narrative art struggling with 

a limited notion of excellence. The publishing industry is in the midst of a long-standing 

battle over why certain writers (mostly white men) are considered "significant" while 

others (often women, white and otherwise) are dubbed "popular." 

 

Model subjects proposed by our National Ministry of Education 

B1-B2 levels 
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With its increasing number of platforms, television has done a better job in recent 

years of expanding its repertoire of characters and stories, but the "prestige dramas" 

of premium and basic cable remain almost as fascinated with the perils and problems of 

white men as film. Of recent Emmy winners in drama, only "Game of Thrones" gives 

equal emphasis to its female characters. Ironically, television has benefited, and will 

continue to benefit, from film's increasingly narrow focus. There are many reasons for 

TV's recent renaissance, but it certainly began when female film stars, unable to find 

good roles, left the big screen for the small. Film writers, unable to sell stories outside 

the prescribed margins, soon followed. 

 

Although there are still too few women and people of color writing and directing televi-

sion, there are far more than in film. The nominees for virtually every category that 

was not lead or supporting actress included only a scattering of women. And director 

Todd Haynes, who in "Carol" told a lovely and lyrical story about two women, was shut 

out of his category and the best picture group. 

 

Before chalking all this up to a discussion of political correctness, Hollywood should 

take note that there is money at stake. The movie and TV industries won't solve their 

main problem — how to capture the eyes of young audiences — by hewing to hallmarks 

of excellence set by previous generations. Millennials and post-millennials aren't just 

big franchise fans, they are also the most racially diverse and socially tolerant genera-

tions in history. As the crossover audiences for "Straight Outta Compton" and "The 

Hunger Games" series proved, they don't "need" their heroes to be white and don't ex-

pect them to be male or straight or anything but interesting.  

www. latimes. com/entertainment 
 

1. What is the attitude of the writer of the article towards the movies nominated for the 

Oscars? 

A. He is thoroughly disappointed with them. 

B. He admits they are good movies. 

C. He wishes he had never watched any of them. 

D. He guarantees better choices next year. 

2. According to the article, what problem(s) does the publishing industry face? 

A. Lack of money and investors. 

B. Television and its expanding influence. 

C. The eternal conflict between movies and books. 

D. A narrow definition of eminence. 
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3. What is the attitude of the writer of the article towards the movies nominated for the 

Oscars? 

A. He is thoroughly disappointed with them. 

B. He admits they are good movies. 

C. He wishes he had never watched any of them. 

D. He guarantees better choices next year.  

4. According to the article, what problem(s) does the publishing industry face? 

A. Lack of money and investors. 

B. Television and its expanding influence. 

C. The eternal conflict between movies and books. 

D. A narrow definition of eminence.  

5. Why does the author of the article praise television? 

A. Because it has not focused only on white men. 

B. Because it has developed in the recent years. 

C. Because of its prestige. 

D. Because it offers better jobs.  

6. According to the article, "Game of Thrones” is the only Emmy winner 

A. that is centered exclusively on women. 
B. that focuses equally both on men and women. 
C. that does not pay much attention to men. 
D. that deserved to be praised. 

7. The revival of television is attributed to 

A. the awards received. 
B. the presence of female stars. 
C. the movies broadcast that star women. 
D. the female film stars and the film writers. 

8. What kind of generations do millennials and post-millennials belong to? 

A. Racist and intolerant. 
B. Generations that embrace diversity. 
C. Generations that are diverse and embrace diversity. 
D. Generations that are trying to fit in and hide their racial background. 

9. The purpose of this article is to inform the readers about 

A. the dominance of mainstream male actors in movies. 
B. the double standards of Hollywood. 
C. the predominance of white male actors among the Oscars nominees. 
D. the need for the Oscars to adapt to contemporary attitudes. 

10. The tone of this article is 

A. subjective. 
B. ironic. 
C. mawkish . 
D. matter-of-fact. 
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Part 1 

You have just started the school year after a busy summer holi-

day. Write an email to your friend letting him/her know where 

you were, describing the place you visited and the people you met. 

Write your answer in 80 - 100 words. 

 

 

 

 

Part 2 

Planet Earth has been our welcoming home since forever, but how 

have people managed to change it and what should be done to 

preserve it for our own well being? 

Write your essay in 180 - 200 words. 

 

  

Model subjects proposed by Monica-Petruța Lepcaliuc, Teacher 

A1-A2 levels 

B1-B2 levels 
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Dear Anna, 

Hi! How are you? I'm writing to tell you how I spent my summer holiday. The 

school year has started now, but I still haven't forgotten the enjoyable moments 

I spent during the big break. It was nice that for a time I forgot about school 

stuff. 

You won't believe where I was! I had the chance to get to Brasov city. I was there 

with my friends and we had a wonderful time. The air was clean and we were curi-

ous about the beauty that we saw. Tall pine trees made the evenings cooler and 

the moon brightened the sky. It was really special! One day we visited the Tampa 

top and Poiana Brasov with extraordinary panorama. Here I met many tourists who 

climbed the mountain along our side. 

The best thing that happened to me was that I had the chance to make a new 

friend who stayed with us and recommended us to visit places that we didn’t know. 

I hope that next time you'll join me. Write back soon and tell me how you spent 

your summer holiday. 

Yours, 

Eva 

 

 

 

Dear Eva, 

Hi! How are you? I hope you’re fine. I’m writing to tell you how I spent my summer 

holiday. 

This summer I visited my grandparents. I was in the countryside for two weeks. 

There I enjoyed the fresh air and the pleasant views of the surrounding nature. I 

helped my grandma and grandpa with the house and garden chores. I watered the 

flowers, gave food to animals and picked fruits. 

Besides my grandparents, I’ve got some friends in the countryside. We went 

fishing and camping together. We walked in the park and we had fun, too. 

That’s all. I hope I didn’t bore you with my story. What have you been doing for 

the whole summer? I’m looking forward to your answer. 

Love, 

Anna. 

 

Lavinia Leonte, 12th A 

Anisia Portărescu, 12th A 

Model answer 

Email 
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E.A.R.T.H. 
 

Nature is the most wonderous thing that could possibly exist. After countless 

decades of constant evolution, humanity has been lucky enough to gain the 

privilege of witnessing nature’s grace. Even the most insgnificant particle has a 

role of utmost importance in what we call ‖Nature’s Balace‖. However, nature is as 

beautiful as powerful, and, as it will never cease to amaze, it will never stop 

punishing those who seek the destruction of its impecable balance in favour of 

earning the short-lived wealth, also known as money. 

Anyhow, some people would disagree with the concept of evolution. They assume 

that nature has always been the same. Nevertheless, archeology has 

overshadowed those persons with fool-proof evidence, namely: skeletons of long-

lost species, different plant remains that have been conserved,  and many others. 

Thus, nature has evolved into a more devine form, leaving behind some of its 

outsanding spiecies in favour of new ones, capable of surviving its evolved form. 

Despite nature’s beauty, humankind has to remember that dwelling into centuries 

of evolution could drag dire concequences. In the past times, humans have 

attempted endlessly to tame nature’s power and use it as they desired. Despite 

their best efforts in this childish keenness, humans have created only diseases 

and destructive explosions. Thus, mankind shall always remember that we can 

rejoyce in nature’s beauty and help it grow and evolve, but none shall ever control 

it as one desires. 

Nevertheless, with the fast development of technology, humanity has started to 

oversight their own planet, hoping to reach and colonise a new planet, that most 

probably will never fulfill everyone’s expectations. While we focus all of our 

efforts on such dreams, nature is slowly dying. We are terrestrial beings and we 

shall never neglect the planet that has created and sustained us for more than 

thousands of years. 

In the end, nature must be preserved because it represents the heritage that we 

received from ancestors. Thus, we shall protect it, help it evolve and pass it 

forward to future generations, and never forget that nature is Earth itself! 

Iasmina Bandol, 9th E 

Model answer 

Essay 
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Examples of questions: 

1. What kind of work would you like to do in the future? 

2. Describe your favourite film. 

3. Does modern technology make life more convenient, or was life 

better when technology was simpler? Give reasons for your     

answers. 

 

 

 

 

You can find some materials online, as 

well as sloved subjects if you need to 

see relevant models. One recommenda-

tion is http://www.scritub.com/diverse/

SUBIECTE-REZOLVATE-ENGLEZA-

BAC202724139.php. 

 

If not, just aks your TEACHER for  

some more! 

Now it’s your turn 

https://ro.pinterest.com/

pin/232498399496069157/  
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Good stories always become 

legends! Not everyone knows 

why nowadays Santa looks 

like this and why he is so 

generous. Let’s find out from 

Santa himself! 

 

Ho-ho-ho! Christmas holidays are a time for generous people and jolly spirit, a 

time for happy thoughts and unity. This is what I want to pass on to hold on to for 

the whole new coming year!  

Yet, what’s my story, you may ask? Well, my story starts way back in the 4th cen-

tury Turkey, where I was left an orphan at a young age and loaded with money I 

had no intention on spending on my own desires. I turned to God and started serv-

ing Him as a bishop. Being a kind young man, I had the urge of helping people in 

need by giving them gold money, as I didn’t know how else I could help them in se-

cret. Many legends travel around, but I will not admit to any of them… although all 

legends come from some true facts, don’t they? 

Now why do people get presents in stockings hung by the chimney? That’s a tricky 

question. I will tell you one of the most famous legends going around: 

 

My 

Story 

Ana-

Maria 

Hîncu, 

12th E 
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 “There was once a poor man, so poor that he couldn’t get his daughters to get 

married. You see, the bride’s parents were supposed to pay a large sum of money 

to the groom’s parents as a dowry—which still happens today in some countries. 

Knowing this, I decided to climb up their roof and drop a bag of gold down the 

chimney. Imagine my surprise when the canny bag slipped directly into a stocking 

hung to dry by the fire! Well, that was that! The eldest daughter could marry now 

and so she did. And so did the second daughter, as I slipped another bag into the 

man’s house. Bu t the poor guy, eaten by curiosity, decided to catch me red-

handed and hid by the fire every evening till I finally dropped the third bag of 

gold for his youngest one. I could hardly escape from his thankful hands and 

kisses, asking him to promise not to tell anyone as I didn’t want to draw any atten-

tion to myself. What do you think happened? Obviously, exactly the opposite of 

my desire: the news got out soon enough and now, whenever people received a se-

cret present, they all thought it was possibly coming from me! I was becoming too 

well-known against all my struggles.” 

At least this is how the legend goes... 

Later on during my lifetime, I was put in prison and died on December 6th, but I 

don’t remember the exact year in the 4th century. This is why in some countries 

around the world, children get presents on the eve of St. Nicholas Day. Although 

I was buried in Turkey, my bones now lie in a church named after me, St. Nicholas, 

in the Italian port of Bari.  

Fortunately, or unfortunately, my story does not end here. I was celebrated 

around the world for centuries and kept as a symbol for the secretive person 

bringing gifts to children in December. Which was ok with me, in the end. But my 

name changed over the years and every country in Northern Europe called me dif-

ferently starting with the 16th century. In the UK I became Father Christmas or 

Old Man Christmas, in France I was known as Pere Noel or in parts of Austria and 

Germany they called me, or at least the symbol of me, Christkind, only I was im-

personating a golden-haired baby with wings that looked like baby Jesus. Over the 

ocean, in the early USA, my name became Kris Kringle, but it was actually the 

Dutch settlers in the US who turned my story and name(s) in what is more famil-

iar today: Santa Claus.  

 

Nowadays, no one knows exactly where I live. Some say I live in the north, in Lap-

land, Finland because someone described me beautifully in a poem as driving a 

sledge pulled by eight reindeer in the night sky. It could be another legend coming 

from some true facts, I say. 

 

Sources: https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/fatherchristmas.shtml 

https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/fatherchristmas.shtml
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by CLEMENT CLARKE MOORE 

Source: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43171/a-visit-from-st-nicholas  

 

 

'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house  

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;  

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,  

In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there; 

  

The children were nestled all snug in their beds;  

While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads;  

And mamma in her 'kerchief, and I in my cap,  

Had just settled our brains for a long winter's nap, 

  

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,  

I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.  

Away to the window I flew like a flash,  

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.  

 

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow,  

Gave a lustre of midday to objects below,  

When what to my wondering eyes did appear,  

But a miniature sleigh and eight tiny rein-deer,  

 

With a little old driver so lively and quick,  

I knew in a moment he must be St. Nick.  

More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,  

And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by 

name:  

 

"Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now Prancer and Vixen!  

On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donner and Blitzen!  

To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!  

Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!"  

 

 

Here is the poem. I’m sure you will like it, as I surely do! 
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As leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,  

When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky;  

So up to the housetop the coursers they flew  

With the sleigh full of toys, and St. Nicholas too—  

 

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof  

The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.  

As I drew in my head, and was turning around,  

Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.  

 

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,  

And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot;  

A bundle of toys he had flung on his back,  

And he looked like a pedler just opening his pack.  

 

His eyes—how they twinkled! his dimples, how merry!  

His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!  

His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,  

And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow;  

 

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,  

And the smoke, it encircled his head like a wreath;  

He had a broad face and a little round belly  

That shook when he laughed, like a bowl full of jelly.  

 

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,  

And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself;  

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head  

Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread;  

 

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,  

And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,  

And laying his finger aside of his nose,  

And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose;  

 

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,  

And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.  

But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight—  

“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night!” 
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Dear Santa, 

I`m writing to wish you a Mery Christmas. My name is 

Andreea, I’m 18 years old and I live in Romania, which is a 

very long way from the North Pole. 

I have tried to be good all year and hope that you and your 

reindeer will be able to deliver me a nice present. At the 

moment my favourite toy is a bear but I would like also a 

tablet or a sister to play with next year! I know that you 

and your helpers must be very busy at the moment and hope 

that you will also have time to deliver some nice gifts for 

my family. 

I’ll leave you a glass of milk and some cookies next to our 

Christmas tree and there will also be some carrots for 

Rudolf and the other reindeer. 

Love, 

Andreea Diaconescu, 12th E 

Letters to Santa 
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Dear Santa, 

Another year has passed and it seems that it was only 

yesterday I last wrote to you. I’d like to tell you that this 

year I’ve been dutiful and I’ll be waiting for you with great 

love. 

This time I have a special request for you. I know I’ve 

grown up and you think I no longer need you. First of all, I 

wish lots of health for meand my family. I want to enjoy 

the rest of the days until the year has come to an end and 

I’m waiting for a more fulfilling future. 

Because I still have the soul of a child, I wish to receive 

the gifts under the Christmas Tree. But I don`t want 

anything special. I’ll let you surprise me with the present 

you’re going to bring this year for me. 

Finally, I wish you a very pleasant journey in delivering your 

gifts to every good child, and serenity in the souls of the 

grown-ups. 

Best wishes, 

Andreea Lauric, 12th E 
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Japan is it the most amazing country with kind and civilized people you 

ever see, with delicious food and many places to visit. All the beautiful 

ancient Buddhist temples and Shinto shrines are reason enough to 

visit Japan. One of the best cities from Japan is Kyoto, this city has 

2,ooo Buddhist temples and Shinto shrines.    

 

 

If you want to visit Japan once, you 

must go there in Spring, because only in 

this time of the year the sakura 

blooms, and you will see a wonderful 

view and people picnicking under the 

snowy white trees. For a short period 

of 2-3 weeks, the Japanese prefer to 

wine and dine with family and friends, 

and enjoy the evanescent sakura      

blossoms.   

 

 

 

Japan 

A N A M A R I A  R O B C I U C ,  A L I N A  C I O B A N U ,  1 2 T H  D  
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This country is very clean, you won’t see any litter or a discarded cup 

or cigarette butt anywhere, the streets smell nice and the bus drivers 

wear white gloves. Some people say that: “Japan is the window 

into the future where people respect their surroundings.”  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

- Shinto shrines: Shinto shrines are places 

of worship and the dwellings of 

the sacred objects (Kami). People visit 

shrines in order to pay respect to the 

kami or to pray for good fortune. 

- Sakura: cherry blossom 
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South Korea  is a country in East Asia. It is also called  The country of 

the quiet mornings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Korea, with its scenic beauty and unique cultural and historical 

heritage,  has  much to offer to visitors. Penisular country with four 

different seasons, it prides with its beautiful beaches, mountains and 

rivers. The capital, Seoul, is amazing. There lays the palace of kings 

and wherever you are in Seoul, you will always have wi-fi, even on the 

highest mountains, and this is the joy of  every teenagers. 

 

 

  

 

 

South Korea 

A N A M A R I A  R O B C I U C ,  A L I N A  C I O B A N U ,  1 2 T H  D  
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Seoul is now the tenth largest city in the world, where past and 

present coexit in a fascinanting way. Palaces with centuries old gates, 

temples and precious artifacts from museums testify the glorious past 

of the city, while glittering facades of skyscrapers and heavy traffic 

are evidence of this exciting world. With a population of more than 

ten million inhabitants, the city is not only the administrative capital 

of the Republic, but also its political, economic, cultural and 

educational center.  

Korea has old villages, where you can enjoy peace, traditions and see 

how people lived in past. Wherever you go in Korea you can meet 

something amazing, like the beautiful trees with pink flowers and the 

majestic modern buildings.  

 

South Korea is a country worth visiting, being able to enjoy its culture 

and pick up on the memories.  
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Argentina 

 

In Argentina people are not ashamed to pick up coins from 

the ground as they believe this would bring even more 

money to their wallets. However, the superstition will not 

get real if the coins were taken from a fountain or 

belonged to someone else. Another condition for this to 

work is not to spend the money. 

 

 

 

 

  

Superstitions 
 

 

 

Anamaria Ursăciuc, 12th D Loredana Hlușcă, 12th D 

Around the World 
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Russia 

One superstition you might find in Rusia is 

related to cutlery and gravitation. It seems 

that if a fork or a spoon falls, the first 

guest to come will be a woman. If a knife 

falls, the guest will surely be a man. 

Denmark 

Danish people brag with the funniest 

superstion respected in the wedding day. 

According to this tradition, the groom and 

the bride need to exchange their clothes to 

confuse the devil that might try to 

interfere with temptations in the couple. 

England 

For English men, the black cat is the 

embodiment of pure luck and so, whenever it’s 

somebody’s birthday or an anniversary, they 

will give a greeting card which illustrates only 

black cats. 

Japan 

Japanese people are very attentive to 

how they sit in bed, more precisely at the 

orientation of their bed. Kita-makura is 

one of the most popular superstitions in 

Japan. According to this saying, sleeping 

with your head towards the north brings 

bad luck as only the dead are placed with 

their feet facing south. 
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A superstition is a belief in something that is irrational, non-physical and 

does not follow the rules of science. It is often one action that leads to 

another without something directly linking the two. Superstition is often 

associated with luck. Superstitions differ among religions and cultures. 

Every culture has its own superstitions, from the very sensible to the 

extremely nonsensical. Korea is certainly no exception to this rule with a 

plethora of interesting superstitions meant to protect you and enhance 

your quality of life.   

 There are many superstitions believed around the 

world. Most people believe superstitions to be 

complete nonsense while others live their lives 

avoiding black cats, looking for four leaf clovers 

and avoiding walking under ladders. 

  Anamaria Robciuc, 12th D         Alina Ciobanu, 12th D 
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Korea has got a plethora of interesting  
superstitions meant to protect and  

enhance the quality of life.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUMBER FOUR 

This is a superstition that stems from China. In Chinese, the 

number 4 sounds very similar to 'death' and the belief 

crossed over to Korea. In fact, some Korean elevators have 

an 'F' for the fourth floor, similar to how some American 

buildings don't have a 13th floor.  

NAMES IN RED 

If you want people to think you want them dead, then write 

their name in red ink. People think it brings very bad luck 

and even death!  

DEATH FANS 

Some people believe that leaving the fan on inside a closed 

room while you sleep will kill you. This is one of the most well

-known superstitions in Korea.  

Anamaria Robciuc and Alina Ciobanu, 12th D 
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SOURCES: 

http://www.allkpop.com/buzz/2015/06/15-korean-

superstitions-you-need-to-know 

 http://www.livescience.com/14141-13-common-silly-

superstitions.html 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superstition 

http://list25.com/25-strangest-superstitions-ever/ 

SHOES AS A GIFT 

It is said that giving shoes to your significant other could 

cause them to run away. If shoes are given as a gift, some 

people will pay a small amount to prevent it from happening. 

DREAM OF PIGS 

I'm not sure how to do this one, but try to have more 

dreams of pigs. In Korea, pigs are a symbol of wealth and 

luck, and dreaming of pigs could signify more of each in your 

future! 

CHICKEN WINGS 

If you give your husband or boyfriend chicken wings, it could 

cause him to “fly “away from you since his belly is full of 

wings. Any winged bird is fair game.  

JUMPING OVER YOUR BABY 

This one is kind of obvious for the fact that you never want 

to jump over a child for the child's safety. However, 

jumping over a baby is said to leave the baby unable to grow 

tall. 
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SOURCES: 

http://www.timelessmyths.co.uk/walking-under-a-ladder.html 

http://www.mirrorhistory.com/mirror-facts/broken-mirror 

by Cătalin 

Ivănuță,  

12th D 

It was the Romans who tagged to the     

broken mirror a sign of seven years bad 

luck. The length of the prescribed misfor-

tune came from the ancient Roman belief 

that it took seven years for life to renew 

itself. If the persons looking into the      

mirror were not of good health, their image 

would break the mirror and the run of bad 

luck would continue for the period of seven 

years. 

The luckless who accidentally break a 

mirror, and does not wish seven years of 

ill-lack, must take all the pieces of the 

mirror and bury them in the moonlight, 

or take all pieces and throw them into 

running water, or pound the broken   

mirror into tiny pieces so that none of 

them can reflect anything ever again.  

To many walking under a ladder is bad 

luck, while to others it is simply unsafe. 

Some will go so far to say that walking 

under a ladder is akin to blaspheme, and 

in the old days being a blasphemer    

wasn’t very conducive to good health and 

long life, so accidentally walking under a 

ladder in a Christian land could be     

considered very bad luck, indeed. 

So what to do if you realize you’ve just 

walked under a ladder and want to ward 

off the bad luck? You spit. Either you 

spit three times through the rungs of 

the ladder, or you spit on your shoe. 

Make sure you don’t look at your shoe 

until the spit has dried, however. Failing 

these tactics, cross your fingers until 

you find a dog, or simply back out the 

way you came in and make a wish! 
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www.owlcation.com  

www.irishidentity.com 

www.theanswerbank.co.uk 

 www.wikipedia.org 

―One for sorrow, 

Two for joy, 

Three for a girl, 

Four for a boy, 

Five for silver, 

Six for gold, 

Seven for a secret, 

Never to be told, 

Eight for a wish, 

Nine for a kiss, 

Ten for a bird, 

You must not miss.‖ 

This traditional children’s nursery rhyme 

called “One for sorrow” has its origins in 

England. It is believed to be of good luck, and 

bad luck, especially in China, where the 

magpie is a symbol of happiness. The magpies’ 

song foretells happiness and good luck. That’s 

why Chinese people call it happy Magpie. The 

Manchu people in north-east China even 

regard magpies as sacred. There’s even a 

magpie in their legends. Magpies are highly 

social and can mimic other birds. All species 

are omnivorous taking insects, small birds’ 

eggs, small mammals, and small reptiles as 

well as a variety of fruits.  

If you see three magpies on your way to a 

wedding, it is said to be a good luck for the 

happy couple. When you’re out in the morning, 

you should doff your hat to the first magpie 

you see, asking: “Good morning Mr. Magpie, 

and how is your lady wife and family?”. This 

will help assure you good luck throughout the 

day. 

Alexandra-Cristina Negrea, 

12th D 
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But remember! 
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 Japan has one of the world's best-educated populations, with 

100% enrollment in compulsory grades and zero illiteracy.  

 In Japanese schools, the students don’t take any exams until 

they reach the fourth grade (the age of 10). They just take small 

tests. It is believed that the goal for the first 3 years of school 

is not to judge the child’s knowledge or learning, but to establish 

good manners and to develop their character. Children are taught 

to respect other people and to be gentle to animals and na-

ture. Believe or not, in Japanese schools, students have to clean 

the classrooms, cafeterias, and even toilets all by themselves. 

When cleaning, students are divided into small groups and assigned 

tasks that rotate throughout the year.  

The Japanese education system believes that requiring students 

to clean up after themselves teaches them to work in a team and 

help each other. Besides,  spending their own time and effort 

sweeping, mopping, and wiping makes kids respect their own work 

and the work of others.  
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The Japanese schools are unique for many reasons. One of these 

reasons is that the Japanese students also learn Japanese callig-

raphy and poetry. Japanese calligraphy, or Shodo, involves dipping 

a bamboo brush in ink and using it to write hieroglyphs on rice pa-

per. For Japanese people, Shodo is an art that is no less popular 

than traditional painting. Haiku, on the other hand, is a form 

of poetry that uses simple expressions to convey deep emotions 

to readers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Japanese school system is very different from ours, but we 

can learn something from their system and do more for our 

schools!  

 

There is lingering belief held by 

many Japanese people that in 

Japan the only citizens that are 

not forced to bow before the 

King are the teachers because 

the Japanese people  say that 

without teachers there can be 

no kings!  

 

By Alina Ciobanu, 12th D 
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School in South Korea is much more different from the Romanian 

one. Any  student from Romania spends a maximum of 8 hours at 

school in one day, while in Korea scool lasts 16 hours a day, from 

Monday to Friday. As it is not enough to spend sixteen hours a 

day per week, until the year 2012 students went to school on 

Saturday too, but now they have 2 Saturdays free per month. 

 

The Korean education system is considered one of the most 

efficient in the world, with a rate of nearly 0% analfabettism. 

The Romanian system makes it compulsory to go to school until the 

10th grade of high school, whereas in Korea it is not obligatory to 

do so. Yet, teenagers continue to go to school, and the graduation 

rate is 98% because they what to have a future career. 

 

Most courses begin at 7 am, school courses being 

absolutely normal, then it continues with lunch and 

individual or group study in the scool library. 

Individual study lasts until very late hours – 10-11 

pm, some continuing to study at home late at 

night. There is a Korean saying circulating among 

high school students: "Number 4 takes you to 

success and number 5 spades you", which means that if you sleep 

4  hours a night you can learn more and so you will get to  a very 

good college, and  if you sleep 5 hours  you will fail. 
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By Anamaria Robciuc, 

12th D 

Students are deprived of sleep only to 

reach extraordinary performance. 

Besides the success they get, there 

are unpleasant parts because they are 

stressed, they don`t  sleep and, if 

they fail to get good marks at school, 

they resort to terrible gestures 

resorting to suicide. Many of them 

commit suicide because they can’t 

handle everything, and so Korea is 

among the countries with the highest 

rate in suicide. For students not to 

resort to this act, Koreans began 

writing encouraging messages on 

different streets, bridges, just to 

make them stop these thoughts and 

show they can do anything and continue 

their life as beautifully as possible. 

With all the stress and bad parts, 

most of them enter the best 

universities in the country or around 

the world, building a bright future, 

becoming educated people beyond 

measure and respected in society 

because of their abilities. Excelling 

in many areas, Korea has the most 

representatives in competitions in 

mathematics, science, chemistry and 

sports, music, all these very well 

promoted domains. It looks like all 

their hard work has fully been 

rewarded! 
  



 

 

 55 

 

Dear Mr. President, 

My name is Roxana-Alexandra Mateiciuc and I am a student in the 11th 

form at Technical College of Food Industry Suceava. This letter is 

meant to pass my sincere thoughts concerning the future of our country 

in the hope that you could be the beginning of our country’s change for 

the better. Our ―divas‖ are long overdue and it is clear to me that ce-

lebrity does not occur from mediocrity, but rather from creative and 

inventive people who have put the name Romania on the map. 

It is very well-known that Romanians have been endowed with an intelli-

gence and instinct for creativity, and their creations proved to come 

from the simple human instinct to create, to consolidate and to spread 

the happiness of a fulfilled destiny. Nothing emerges without sacrifice 

of any kind, but what lies beyond is the tool our people surely pos-

sesses: CREATIVITY.  

I am aware of the fact that not all Romanians have even tried to dis-

cover their own tools to build up their destiny, as God the Creator in-

tended them to. As opposed to the earlier years, when man created the 

tools to work and provide basic needs for the family, the 21st century 

brings numerous tools (the Internet, books, documentaries, discoveries) 

by means of which man could manipulate the direction of his own DES-

TINY. I am convinced that in each person lies a HOMO FABER.  

HOMO FABER 

 

 National Contest CAEN/2016, Roman 
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However, discovering IT and following ITS path is not for everybody. 

Daily difficulties, either moral or financial, prevent people from stepping 

forward in their quest.  

On the other hand, a few find themselves on the right path and succeed 

in reaching their goal and fulfill their destiny. But those who do become 

the landmark of their country – writers, singers, actors, mathemati-

cians, researchers, astronauts and others – through innovation and de-

velopment of the world’s level of living. 

As for me, I believe I have already discovered my own creative tool and 

this is drawing. My passion transcends all my feelings and fulfills my 

desires, hours pass by me and my identity appears miraculously on pa-

per. Yet, at the same time, my definition as a person in this society 

requires making use of additional tools offered by the society we live in, 

especially education. My second home – school – provides guidance and 

answers meant to complete one’s personality and convictions that would 

help make important decisions for a better future. 

Being an artist nowadays implies loads of sacrifices, especially finan-

cially. Behind every corporatist worker hides an unknown talent that 

could, had it been fed with the right support, make the world go round 

and jump with joy. In this light, my future does not seem bright if I 

choose to follow my dream, and, not wishing to be penniless, I will 

surely bury it behind a job that has nothing in common with drawing. Of 

course, everybody will have to walk a wide smile while their passion is 

dying inside… hopeful to encounter the right opportunity to assert them-

selves. But I am ready to fight and for this reason I am writing the 

present letter to you, Mr. President. 
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What worries me, though, is the lack of encouragement from the state 

and thus any HOMO FABER has the tendency either to flee abroad or 

to live in isolation. I wonder why other states around the world appreci-

ate more our talented people like physicians, chemists, doctors, even 

hackers, rewarding them accordingly. Could it be that investment in 

their future and appreciation of human quality prevails over building 

endless churches and useless parks? One more issue on your agenda, I 

am aware, yet maybe soon approachable by you and your guiding team so 

as not to lose all our talents for the benefit of others. 

What I ask for is the chance to a better and rewarding life for crea-

tive and talented people, the chance to become well-known by our com-

munity. Romanians can still be taught to appreciate values and intelli-

gence, as well as offered higher standards to reach or at least tend to. 

One first step would be in the news and campaigns which promote posi-

tive examples rather than immoral behaviour. Not all people are morally 

alike, but they are physically alike as we have all been created by the 

same DEUS FABER and we all are HOMO FABER. 

In the hope that my words are not tossed away, I am looking forward 

to your answer and especially your actions that could change our future 

for the better. Geniuses are not born every day but, when discovered, 

encouraged and supported, creativity and innovation is always the new 

black. 

Respectfully yours, 

Roxana A. Mateiciuc, Ms. 

12th E 
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Dear Reader, 

Each of us has a dream – a dream which we hope that one day will be-
come real in spite of all the obstacles that my come on our way. How-
ever, whichever they may be, no obstacle should prevent us from going 
further and further to the main goal. On the contrary, we are to be moti-
vated to overpass any difficulty till we get where we want. 

In order to reach your target, dear Reader, here is some advice you 
could follow: 

· Think positively – this is the essential element which leads your 
way to the final goal. Positive thinking attracts positive action! 

· Feel victorious not victimized – change the perspective, look at 
things from different angles, forget about excuses for having failed. 
Embrace your responsibilities as you alone are the responsible 
one for all that is happening, either good or bad! 

· Study, invest in yourself – never give up learning new things. 
Knowledge makes us either grow or just the opposite, but we don’t 
stagnate. At one point, all things go up or down, it’s only up to us 
which way we go. Better actions better us! Find a mentor who can 
teach you what you need. 

· Make a list – put in writing everything necessary for getting your 
success and take the steps daily. Daily discipline leads to success! 

· Avoid postponing – do the things you need to do even when you 
don’t feel like doing them. Avoid spending useless time on petty 
things and divide tasks in small portions you can easier digest so 
that you can be faster. You should start with less unpleasant is-
sues to get it over with when you are more energetic. Leave the 
parts you love the most for later when your energy has already 
been consumed little by little.  

· Remember to set a reward for yourself! 

Your destiny awaits and I am certain that the tools above will definitely 
help you forge your own empire. Believe in yourself and in the powerof 
your mind, and when everything looks inside-out TURN UPSIDE-
DOWN! 

Yours dearly, 

Ana-Maria Hîncu, 12th E 
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Gulliver’s 

Travels 
Literature 

Children’s 

Monica 
Lepcaliuc, 
Teacher 

When dealing with a text to be translated, a translator attempts to capture the 
meaning of the source-text and transfer it into a target one for a new culture. 
Such is the case of adaptation in children’s literature, as well, which we may con-
sider an intralingual translation for different target readers. The difference be-
tween interlingual and intralingual translations lies in a number of changes due 
to the different target readers – the former tends to be a replica of the original, 
usually addressed to adults, while the latter consists of a shortened/abridged vari-
ant/version of the original in the same language.  

The present paper intends to present the differences between Jonathan Swift’s 
Gulliver’s Travels original work and the adaptation for children proposed to 
study, focusing on Chapter 1: I Arrive to Lilliput. This particular novel was in-
tended for adult audience, yet it has become a story adapted for child readers, 
even if it was not the author’s intention. Children and adults – even as readers – 
differ from each other in many ways, issue that will stand at the basis of the case 
presented in this essay. 

Thus, referring to the difference between adult readers and child audience, there 
arises the issue of a more refined, demanding level for adults and a conventional, 
less demanding level for children. Nevertheless, an adaptation for children should 
be as faithful, as equivalent as possible, and this particular feature is to be ana-
lyzed here, together with the examples taken from the two texts in parallel.  

The main feature that has been best kept, as compared to the original, is the mes-
sage, the stream of the events, the difference being though in some of the para-
graphs containing detailed information that have been left out. Yet, the adapter’s 
role is to keep as “true” to the original as possible. As a rule, although not always, 
children’s literature is produced with a certain preoccupation for the (supposed) 
interests, needs, reactions, knowledge, reading ability, etc. of the intended read-
ers. If the degree of adaptation is high, the text is easy to read, and if it is low, the 
text is difficult to read.  
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Hence the issue of using a certain type of vocabulary to be used in adaptations for 
children arises – the text uses simple structures and more general information 
since it was intended to be entertaining, didactic, informative and therapeutic in 
order to help the child grow and develop. 

 Here are some examples to support this procedure: 

 
 

ORIGINAL TEXT ADAPTATION 

estate land 

voyage journey 

Was very prosperous Had an easy time 

Immoderate labor and ill food Hard work and bad food 

The weather being very hazy It was raining so heavily 

The boat was overset The wind turned it over 

Offended my eyes Hurt my eyes 

With a bow and arrow in his hands and 
a quiver at his back 

By his dress he seemed to be a soldier 

But fortune disposed otherwise of me But things happened in a different way 

They discharged no more arrows They stopped shooting at me 

A person of high rank A very great person 

Of a middle age older 

He acted every part of an orator He spoke very well 

A thousand marks of astonishment at Cries of surprise from the people be-

About a dozen of his retinue Many servants dressed in fine clothes 

I desired my liberty I wanted to be set free 

The HURGO and his train withdrew The great man went away 

A sort of ointment Some oil 

I heard one of them cry aloud TOLGO 
PHONAC 

I heard a noise 
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Also to encourage reading at a child, the author worked on the length of the sen-
tences, either turning the longer sentences into shorter ones, even omitting some 
irrelevant information for the child reader, or breaking them in two, creating 
new paragraphs as well (p.7 of the adaptation: “[…] I ever had in my life.* I must 
have slept[…]). Sometimes the chain of events is reversed, when compared to the 
original – for example in case of the description of the leader from Lilliput. 

It is said that adaptations are made for a reason: so that the child readers for in-
stance could “understand better” and easier the events from a story. This has 
been the main motive of such changes at the level of vocabulary and sentence. 

Other methods that are worth mentioning here when speaking of a better and 
easier understanding of a text would be: 

 The generalization of the data   

 

 The conversion of  the system of measurement specific to the British culture 
(feet, inches, miles) into the international one (meters, centimeters, kilome-
ters) 

 
 

ORIGINAL TEXT ADAPTATION 

Not six inches high Less than fifteen centimeters high 

About half a mile distant About a kilometer away 

About a foot and a half from the ground About forty-five centimeters high 

Four feet high and almost two feet wide More than a meter high and nearly a 
meter wide 

ORIGINAL TEXT ADAPTATION 

May, 4 1699 May 1700 

Captain William Pritchard Captain Pritchard 

Spoke about ten minutes Spoke for a while 
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 Changes of facts or events compared to the original 

 

 Details that have not been mentioned in the original, which I would con-
sider translation inherent explicitations (that is supplementary explana-
tions compared to the original text so that child readers can understand 
better the chain of events)  

- I was afraid for my eyes 

- Moving his hands this way and that so as to show his meaning 

- But from his hand and from his voice I thought that he was telling me that 
they would not hurt me if I did as I was ordered, but that they would kill me 
if I tried to get free. 

- Cows cooked whole 

- Hens no bigger than a bean 

The most obvious difference between the adaptation for children and the original 
work would be that the former is much shorter than the latter, entire passages 
and paragraphs being left out, especially at the beginning and at the end of the 
chapter, probably because they contain too many details that a child would find 
irrelevant and boring. 

 

ORIGINAL TEXT ADAPTATION 

Immediately split A great hole was made in the bottom of 
the ship 

taller larger 

A stage A wooden table 

Smaller than the wings of a lark Not larger than mice 

One of their largest hogs heads (…) 
tasted like a small wine of Burgundy, 
but much more delicious 

A great pot ok milk 

Danced upon my breast Danced upon my body and my arms 
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·There are also some other procedures worth mentioning at the language level, 
changes that have been made in the adaptation for the sake of effect on the child 
reader: 

- Punctuation: 

 

- Compensation:  

 

- Transposition (some of the tenses have been changed):  

 

Since books for children are also meant to be a didactic tool, there are other fea-
tures in the adaptation that have been changed, compared to the original: 

· Besides language and vocabulary, it teaches the child orientation in time 
and space, though leaving out the more complicated and minute details, 
orienting the child reader in a more general sense. For instance, the name 
of the English town Nottinghamshire (which seems difficult to pronounce 
and remember) has been transformed into a more general geographic re-
gion: the north of England. 

· Other names of places have been kept, though, as in the original, such as 
the East Indies or Van Diemen’s Land. 

· It also teaches the child reader social orientation, the author mentioning 
the social positions of the people in Lilliput: the king and his train, the 
page, etc. 

ORIGINAL TEXT ADAPTATION 

I was not able to stir I could not move! 

ORIGINAL TEXT ADAPTATION 

disapprobation as if saying, “No, you must be car-
ried” 

I could only look upwards I could only lie there on my back and 
look up at the sky. 

ORIGINAL TEXT ADAPTATION 

Often pointing forward Pointed to the north-west 
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This type of literature could influence the child in a more direct manner – acti-
vate and allure the child’s creative powers and strengthen his/her emotional life. 
Thus, the author/adaptor left out some details concerning the character’s pains, 
when for instance Gulliver received the arrows in his face and hands, feeling the 
urge of seizing the little men and kill them afterwards, led by the extreme grief 
and pain. 

There are several taboos that the adapter considers important when writing chil-
dren’s literature: alcohol is replaced with fruit and milk (sometimes honey), or 
even completely not mentioned (the alcohol that the character drank before leav-
ing the ship) 

 

whereas the most extreme solution is to deny all violence and prevent people 
from being hurt, as mentioned above.  

Because of the grotesque features of Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, the author of the 
adaptation deletes entire passages that tell about violence, disrespect for people 
and even defecation. The adapter felt that it was not appropriate to mention the 
troubles with defecation as it is often seen as an inappropriate element in the sto-
ries for children. On the whole, the abridged version avoids mentioning bad 
adult behavior. This indicates the adults’ attitude toward children and their lit-
erature. 

The child is naïve and requires naïve literature; the child is illogical and needs to 
be educated; s/he needs his/her own amusement park where all eroticism and 
brutality are eliminated. 

George Steiner finds adaptation of literature a positive issue and considers it the 
only way to keep classics alive. Many classics now exist only through adaptations 
for children. 

Sources: Gulliver's Travels. Ed S. Broadbent. London: Channel 4 English & Media 

Centre, 1997. Gulliver’s Travels. Adapted by G. Harvey. Usborne Young Reading 

Series. Tulsa: EDC Publishing, undated.  

ORIGINAL TEXT ADAPTATION 

One of their largest hogs heads (…) 
tasted like a small wine of Burgundy, 
but much more delicious 

A great pot ok milk 



 

 

 65 

 

Colour Idioms 

Puzzle 1 – page 11 

 
 

 

Puzzle 2 – page 12 

 

 

 

 

  

    1 
Y 

    

   2 R E D    

  3 G  L    4 B 

5 P U R P L E   L 

  E  O    U 

  E  6 W H I T E 

  N       

      1 B L A 
2 C K   

      L     O     

      U     L     

  3 G R E 
4 Y   O   5 P 

  R     E   U   U 

6 R E D   L   R   R 

  E     L   S   P 

  N     O       L 

        7 W H I T E 
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G R E Y P O U N D # # # # # # # # # # #  

# # B L A C K S H E E P # # # # # # # #  

# # # # B L U E M U R D E R # # # # # #  

# R E D R A G T O A B U L L # # # # # #   

T # # Y E L L O W  - B E L L  I  E D # # #  

I  N B E # D R E T  T A M Y E R G # # # #  

C # A O T O N C E I N A B L U E M O O N  

K # # H R I  U A R E D L E T T E R D A Y  

L # # # P N H T H # E U L B E U R T E B  

E # # # # E T W O -  S # # # # # # E # O  

D # # # # # L O D F D E # # # # # I  # Y  

P # # # # # # E T N T E E # # # # L # S  

I  # # # # # # # E H A H R R # # # E # I  

N # # # # # # # # T E K E T E # # T # N  

K # # # # # # # # # I  P C B H D # I  # B  

# # # # # # # # # # # H U A L G # H # L  

# R E H T A E F E T I H W R L U U W # U  

D E R N W O T E H T T N  I A P B E A # E  

# # # B M U H T N E E R G # # L # # C #  

# # # G R E E N W I  T H E N V Y E # # # 

 

Colour Idioms in context – page 17 

· Many people feared that the new millennium would cause black outs because 

of problems with electricity production. 

· What a beautiful car! I'm green with envy. 

· Don't rely on him under pressure in battle. He's yellow. 

 

Colour Idioms – Word Search Puzzle – page 
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Colour Idioms in context – page 17 

· There is so much red tape that needs to be completed before adopting a 

baby. 

· Jack Thomas was put on Hollywood's black list during the McArthy era. 

· She was such a difficult child that her family always treated her like a 

black sheep. 

· Mr. Jackson is very important to the success of this program. Make sure to 

roll out the red carpet when he arrives. 

· We're looking for a new home in the green belt. 

· It's not quite as black and white as you think. 

· Try to cheer Susan up. She is feeling rather blue these days. 

· I had to tell a white lie in order to get accepted into the program. 

· Jack gave me the green light on the project. 

 

Stories behind Colour Idioms – pages 16-17 

1. Red tape 

2. White elephant 

3. A red letter day 

4. Green with envy 

5. Once in a blue moon 

6. Born to the purple 

7. To catch someone red-handed 



 

 

 68 

 

BACCALAUREAT SUBJECTS  

 

 

 

  

LISTENING  

Part 1– page 20 

1. C 2. B 3. A 4. D 

Part 2 – page 22 

    5. A 6. B 7. A 8. C 9. B 10. C  

READING 

Part 1 – page 24 

1. B; 2. A; 3. B; 4. B; 5. C. 

Part 2 – pages 25-27  

1. A; 2. D; 3. B; 4. D; 5. A;  

6. B; 7. D; 8. C; 9. D; 10. D. 
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